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April 10, 2012 
 
The Committee to Support Chinese Lawyers strongly condemns the sentencing of legal activist Ni Yulan (倪玉兰) 
and her husband Dong Jiqin （蕫继勤）to two or more years in prison for “creating a disturbance” and fraud, and 
calls upon Chinese authorities to investigate allegations of procedural and substantive irregularities. The Committee 
is also concerned about the deterioration of Ms. Ni’s physical and medical condition while in detention, and urges 
the Chinese authorities to ensure that Ms. Ni is granted medical care while she is in prison.  
 
Ms. Ni and Mr. Dong were detained in April 2011 as part of the severe crackdown on outspoken activists and 
lawyers by Chinese authorities in the wake of online calls for protests. They faced charges of “picking quarrels, 
provoking trouble and willfully destroying private and public property,” and Ms. Ni was further charged with fraud 
on account of her continued work dispensing legal help to those in need. Ms. Ni’s lawyer has asserted that there 
were no criminal grounds for Ms. Ni’s trial. Their trial took place in Dec. 2011 in a hearing that was closed to family 
members, press and foreign diplomats. Ms. Ni’s lawyer has alleged that 9 of his 10 witnesses were barred from 
testifying during trial. Prior to trial, their lawyers were only allowed to meet with Ni and Dong for a limited number 
of times, while appeals for medical parole were not answered. Ms. Ni’s physical condition had deteriorated to the 
point that she reportedly attended trial propped up on a makeshift bed hooked up to a respirator. 
 
In cases where defendants have a history of harassment and abuse by the authorities, it is imperative that 
fundamental fairness and transparency are ensured for throughout the trial process and sentencing. Moreover, based 
on Ms. Ni’s past experiences of physical abuse while detained (to the point of rendering her wheelchair-bound for 
life), Chinese authorities must ensure that both Ms. Ni and Mr. Dong are treated according to law, and that their 
rights are protected. Under Chinese law, seriously ill individuals are to be released on bail for medical treatment; Ms. 
Ni, who is disabled and whose medical condition is very poor, should have access to medical treatment.  
 
Ms. Ni has faced prosecution and abuse by the Chinese authorities on account of her decade-long advocacy for 
victims of forced evictions. In 2002, Ms. Ni was detained for filming the forced demolition of a client’s home, and 
was so badly beaten that she has never recovered the ability to walk without a cane or crutches. Her petition for 
redress for the unlawful beatings she suffered under detention resulted in a conviction for obstructing public duty 
and a sentence to one year’s imprisonment. A further consequence of her criminal conviction was the permanent 
revocation of her professional lawyer’s license. In 2008, she was detained while challenging the demolition of her 
own house in Beijing, and charged with interfering with public administration and sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment, while her home was demolished in Nov. 2008. After her release from prison in April 2010, she was 
kept under surveillance and for a time forced to sleep rough; immediately prior to her latest detention, she and her 
husband were forced to live under surveillance in a guesthouse room without electricity and water. It is clear that 
Ms. Ni has been targeted because of her legal activism.  
 
The Committee to Support Chinese Lawyers (www.csclawyers.org) is a group of independent lawyers from outside 
China whose goal is to support lawyers in China in their quest to strengthen the rule of law there.  
   
 
 
 
 


